* The Tartar Invasion *
Tartars were alleged never to spare the population of
a city which resisted. Terrible were the stories which
circulated of their sack of other capitals. People began
leaving in large numbers. When Narathihapate learnt
this, he spoke of evacuating the capital, falling down
the river to Bassein, where was the fief of his eldest
son, and there, protected by the network of deltaic
rivers from the Tartar cavalry, rallying the south.

During these days of decisions taken, revoked, al-
tered and renewed, he exhibited in an intensified de-
gree all those opposing characteristics of vacillation
and precipitancy, optimism and despair, conceit and
lack of self-confidence, which had marked his progress
from the beginning and precipitated the tragedy. The
whole weight of the crisis rested upon Queen Saw. He
could not lead, he would not follow; he opposed sense
with nonsense; it took hours to get the simplest point
settled.

It became clear at last that the court must leave the
capital To stand without an army was impossible. But
what should have been an orderly evacuation became
a disorderly flight, as the King first delayed his sanc-
tion and, when a rumour was brought that the Tartars
were within a few days' march, ordered the embarka-
tion to take place on the morrow.

A quantity of craft of all kinds was alongside the
wharves or at anchor offshore. The treasury and the
regalia were first loaded under a strong guard. The
White Elephant followed, being led down and placed
on a raft without ceremony, for its reputation had suf-
fered at this moment of misfortune. The harvest, which
had all been garnered, was transferred to barges. Then
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